Pittsburgh REIA Newsletter – January 2020
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 21st
Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center in Ross Twp
3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

$10 at the Door
If your membership has expired and you aren’t ready to renew yet, or if you have visited the club
as a guest and are still deciding whether to join, you are welcome to join us for the monthly
meeting but you will be asked to pay $10 at the door. While an annual membership is cheaper
than paying $10 at each meeting, we understand that this pay-as-you-come option is a better fit
for some. Note that first-time guests and current members are free.

Main Meeting:
6:00 – 7:00 Pizza Networking – Informal networking opportunity before the meeting
7:00 – 7:30 Club Announcements - I’m always working on something new, and if you miss the
meeting you won’t know what that is.
7:30 – 9:00 Landlord Summit - with Lou Brown
AND
Wednesday, Jan 22nd 9:00am – 1:00pm Deep Dive with Lou Brown on Landlord Issues
Logistics:
Properties for Sale Table – I love this table idea. I wish I could remember who I stole this idea from so I
could give them credit. I think it was RICH Club from Houston. Even if it wasn’t, they do a lot of good
things and deserve credit for something.
Vendor Tables – Vendors are encouraged to set up trade show style in our vendor area.
Sub-Group Table – Don’t forget to look at the sub group table. We have a bunch of sub groups now and
you are bound to be interested in at least one of them. These groups are designed to supplement the
main meetings.
Online Club Calendar – In case you missed it, we added a calendar to the PittsburghREIA.com website.
This way we can keep track of recurring sub-group meetings and club activities all in one place. Find it
under the Events tab.
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Membership Renewals
If you need to renew your membership before the meeting then just follow this link
http://pittsburghreia.com/membership/membership_application_form.pdf then print out your application and
bring it in with your check. It is that simple.

…Below is newsletter content that was sent in advance, for those of you who
prefer to read smaller chunks of information more often. It’s being
included for those who missed it…

(Jan 15)

Members looking to buy houses and rent apartments
Today I have a smorgasbord of opportunity for you all. Let's be honest here, every day in real estate is a
smorgasbord of opportunity, so this newsletter is like having a marketing funnel delivered to your in
box.
----------------------------------------------------------------------SOMEONE NEEDS TO SELL ANDY A HOUSE
Hi Josh,
I have a refugee family from my church who desires to purchase a 3/1 Handyman Special on the North
Side. They are hoping for something in the $30K range.
If you could let the wholesalers and the general membership know, feel free to post my contact
information. I am the initial contact. English is not their first language.
Thanks
Andy Kosmach, Manager
Nehemiah Homes LLC
4981 McKnight Rd, Box 15351
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
412-607-8482
nhomesllc@yahoo.com
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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SOMEONE NEEDS TO RENT DIANA AN APARTMENT
Can you ask any REIA members if they have a 2 bedroom rental near the Walmart in West Mifflin.
Diana Cooper
Leasing Agent
Your PA Home Solution
(412) 353-3704
email: yourpahomesolution@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SECTION 8 IS LOOKING FOR LANDLORDS (STRANGELY BEING A LANDLORD IS WHAT WE ARE TALKING
ABOUT AT THIS NEXT
Hello and Happy New Year!
Hopefully everyone is having a good start to the new decade and thank you, as always, for being such
wonderful partners! We couldn’t do what we do without you and your continued participation! On that
note, it’s that time again where I ask for a list of any available units. If you could please forward the
location, number of bedrooms, which utilities may be included, whether Sect 8 is accepted, and rental
amount I’d be much obliged! You may use the attached template or just include the info within an email,
whichever is preferable for you!
I look forward to hearing from you and if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact
me!
Warmest Regards,
Regina
Regina Mungo
Housing Navigator,
Allegheny County Department of Human Services
Email: Regina.mungo@alleghenycounty.us
Phone: (412) 350-5790
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------See you all in a few days for the Pittsburgh REIA landlord summit, there is a LOT of money to be made as
a landlord !!!
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Commercial meeting Tuesday, see you there.
This Tuesday the 14th
The Pittsburgh REIA Commercial Group is meeting on Tuesday, January 14th at 6:30PM at the Robinson
Twp. Eat ‘N Park (100 Park Manor Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15205).
To kick off the New Year, we’re going to talk about strategic planning and steps you need to take to
accomplish your goals in the coming year. So think about what you want to accomplish this year, the
goals you set for yourself and your business (real estate or not), how you’re going to accomplish it, and
what you still need help with to make it all happen for you.
Also, to help celebrate the New Year, the new decade….and the 25th consecutive Commercial Group
Meeting since the reboot of this subgroup in Jan 2018 (I'm feeling ‘slightly’ sentimental this week), I will
give away a copy of my hands down, all-time favorite book on commercial real estate investing at this
meeting.
We will also have our round table discussion to talk about your deals or anything else you have
questions about or need help with.
New and experienced investors are always welcome and encouraged to attend. And if you have not
attended a previous meeting before, try something different in 2020 and come check us out!
Let me know if you have any questions - See you on Tuesday
-Paul
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Tuesday the 21st and Wed the 22nd
2020 Pittsburgh Landlord Summit –
January 21 – 7 pm – 9 PM (doors open at 6PM for Pizza and networking)
January 22nd – 9 am to 1 pm
Attn Landlords - Make more money with less hassle
Come one, come all !!!
Improving your property management skills will make you more money with less hassle, and that is the
theme of the incredible 2020 Pittsburgh landlord summit. This event is sponsored by the Pittsburgh Real
Estate Investors Association. The Legendary Lou Brown will be our special guest speaker. Lou will be
sharing his tips and tricks as a successful property manager with over 30 years of experience owning
hundreds of rental properties.
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Lou will be teaching how to get the most dollars for our rentals while controlling and preparing for every
potential tenant problem. The details are in the paperwork. Lou is a master of landlord paperwork. He
will cover everything from tenant screening to what needs to be in your lease, as well as a couple of
important tips that will keep your money flowing and keep you out of court.
If your goal is monthly income, then you don’t want to miss this event. If you want to quit your job, then
you don’t want to miss this event. If you want to get a higher rate of return on you current assets, then
you don’t want to miss this event.
We have 160 seats for this event, but the seats will fill up, so get there early.
Where - The Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Hall
3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh PA 15237 (Ross Twp)
All are welcome. First time guests get in for free, all other non-REIA members are $10 at the door.
The first session is a detail filled 90 minute class. The next day, Wednesday, there will be a deep dive
into all things landlord related. Try to attend both days if you can, but one day is much better than
nothing.
(Jan 6)

A lesson about millionaires and roommate wanted for Robyn Thompson event
Roommate wanted for Robyn Thompson's training event in Ocala FL.
If you are willing to share a room, contact Taneka Chavis
Tenika D Chavis
Lady Carpenter
412-401-2083
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------42 Best Millionaire Statistics, Facts and Resources for 2019

Here’s the new and latest 2019 millionaire statistics and facts on how many millionaires there are and
their behaviors, all backed by credible sources.
There’s so much information that’s broadcast on millionaires, but much of it is inaccurate or poorly
researched.
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If you’re really interested in the best and most recent available data, it’s all right here. We’ve searched
to find the best so that you don’t have to!
Below you’ll find statistics specifically on how many millionaires there are in the United States and the
world, including the global cities with the highest population of millionaires.
Credit Suisse’s latest global wealth report shows there are 42.2 million millionaires (measured in USD)
worldwide, up 2.3 million over the last 12 months.
Of those, 41% or 17.3 million individuals are in the United States
This means that 7% of the U.S. adult population are millionaires
TAKE TIME TO THANK GOD THAT YOU LIVE IN THE US
Which indicates that approximately 14% of U.S. households are in the millionaire club
With a median wealth of $63,100 for an adult across the globe, $1,000,000 represents 1585% of the
median'
After the U.S., the next highest 5 countries for millionaires are China 8%, Japan 7%, United Kingdom 6%,
Germany 5%, and France 5%.
The top six countries represent 72% of the world’s millionaires
Millionaire Behaviors
Education is important, with 84 percent of millionaires having a college degree according to Spectrem
From another Spectrem study, on a 100 point scale, millionaires rated the importance of having a
regular saving program at 82, reflecting their strong belief of its importance to their wealth
One in three funded their own college education without debt
Fidelity’s Millionaire Outlook Survey showed 86% of millionaires said they made their own wealth, they
didn’t inherit it
On average, it takes a millionaire 32 years to hit the $1,000,000 mark, dispelling the notion that most get
rich quick from a windfall
In fact, the same study showed that 80 percent of current millionaires didn’t reach $1,000,000 until at
least 50 years old
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Research conducted by Thomas Corley of Rich Habits, showed that 86 percent of wealthy people who
work full time put in 50 hours or more each week at their career
Further, 67 percent of wealthy people watch less than one hour of television daily, and 63 percent spend
less than one hour daily surfing the internet
Next, desire matters as Corley found that 53 percent of self-made millionaires were obsessed with
become rich before they were rich
Also, Corley’s research showed that millionaires often pursue multiple streams of income, with 65
percent having at least three streams, thereby diversifying their dependence on any one stream
Finally, 88 percent of self-made millionaires read at least 30 minutes every day, focused on self
education
Millionaires also take good care of their health, with 76 percent exercising 4 days a week
86 percent are married, including 65 percent in their first marriage according to US Trust’s Insights on
Wealth and Worth
The 2016 study also showed that 78 percent started out as middle class or poor, only 22 percent grew
up in the upper class
Finally, many grew up in disciplined environments, with 76 percent citing that academic achievement
was emphasized, and 68 percent saying financial discipline was emphasized
A study by the Harris Group, titled Survey of Affluence and Wealth, showed that respondents save an
average of 23 percent of their income
Also, 87 percent of respondents said they succeeded in making their household more fiscally responsible
during last recession
62 percent of millionaires rely on a financial planner to help them manage their wealth, according to
Fidelity’s Millionaire Outlook study
Millionaires have significant equity in their homes, as on average, their mortgage is less than one third of
their home’s value, according to research performed by Thomas Stanely for his book The Millionaire
Next Door.
Stanely’s research also showed that the average millionaire goes bankrupt 3.5 times before they
eventually succeed
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Further, only 20 percent are actually retired, meaning 80 percent still work
Next, 66 percent of millionaires own their own business
The Millionaire Next Door cites that the percentage of first generation millionaires is 80 percent,
dispelling the idea that most millionaires just inherit their money from a prior generation

Millionaire Beliefs
83 percent of millionaires believe ‘smart investing’ as a key to their success according to a whitepaper
published by the Spectrem Group
This is important as the whitepaper shows 48 percent of millionaires’ investable assets are in stocks
Their research also showed that 74 percent of millionaires are happy with their work / life balance
And when they go on vacation, they spend less than many might expect, with 81 percent spending less
than $10,000 total on vacations the prior year
And finally, while millionaires invest, the majority believe gambling is a waste of money, with 74 percent
spending $0 on gambling in the prior year
A company called Data Points, provides a free assessment to determine how your beliefs match up
against characteristics of millionaires
The Numbers Don’t Tell the Real Stories
To continue reading, please go to the original article here:
https://millionairefoundry.com/millionaire-statistics/

8

Pittsburgh REIA Newsletter – January 2020

(Jan 5)

A few deals for you
Deal #1
I forgot to add put the price in the add for 1600 Maple.
$50k
On Sat, Jan 4, 2020 at 7:45 PM Steve Warrene wrote:
1600 Maple Ave
Turtle Creek PA 15145
4/2 with 2 car garage. Livable as-is with all appliances and
mechanicals working, but could use updating & maintenance.
Neighborhood/Area:
Better area of Turtle Creek, closer to Monroeville
2 blocks from bus stop and Propel Charter School
5 minutes from Monroeville Mall
10 minutes from Rte 22, Parkway (376), and Turnpike (76)
Rental Potential:
Estimated Rent: $900-$1,000 per month
*garage could be rented separately to increase monthly income*
$975-$992/mo Rentometer
Comps (all not as good):
$900- 829 Maple Ave, 8 blocks away, 2/1, 800 sf, apartment, street parking only
$850- 408 George St, 3 blocks away, 3/1, house, no parking info
$850- 1611 Mobile Ave, 1 block away, 2/1, house, 1 car garage
Details:
4 bedrooms/2 full bathrooms
Brick home on a corner lot
2 car garage with storage above
Large covered porch on front and large covered deck on back
Fenced yard
Hot water tank new in 2017
Hot water heating: boiler age unknown, service check in 2017= all good
Security system
Appliances stay with house (new stove in 2017, newer refrigerator, W/D)
Large basement with 8’ ceilings, built in storage cabinets, and shower
Roof age unknown: has never leaked
Carpeting will need professionally cleaned or replaced
One concrete stair will need replaced
Basement gets wet during heavy rain
Nice mature landscaping, needs trimmed
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Needs general maintenance/cleaning/painting
Contact PaOptions@gmail.com for questions, photos and showings.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Deal #2
Hi Josh,
I am currently looking for a house to Rent to Own or Seller Finance home (possibly purchase within 1 yr)
I have Good Credit with a high DTI ratio due to student loans. Yikes!
Willing to pay up to $800 per month

Preferred Credentials:
3 bedrooms (min)
1.5 - 2 Bathrooms
Yard for the kids
Quiet street (Safe Neighborhood)
Preferred Locations - East Side: Monroeville, Penn Hills, Verona, Oakmont, Turtle Creek, Forest Hills,
Churchill, Pitcairn, North Versailles, Westmoreland County ( Closer to Murrysville/Export) is an option as
well. The location is limited because the kids are enrolled in school.
Purchase Price: $50 - 95k (max)

Please let me know if you know of any available properties or you can pass this along. Due to my hectic
work schedule, I'm currently a pay as I attend meeting member.
Thanks
Let me know.
Happy New Year
Lakeyta Davis - lakeytadavis@gmail.com
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(Jan 5)

New Year New Attitude
It now 2020, and it is time for some of us to start our new life of financial freedom and infinite
possibility. We have a really strong meeting line up to start this year off. I will also be sending you some
thoughts and ideas to help jumpstart your finances.
The main meeting on Jan 21 and followed by a deep dive meeting Jan 22 starting at 9 am. Will be all
about making the most money with the least amount of hassle for those of us who are or wish to be
landlords. You wont want to miss that one.

Before every meeting, we have an hour set aside for networking. Very few people take advantage of this
valuable time. I would love to but I am usually too busy setting up the event, see #6 !!!! Some of you
newer investors have no idea how much money there is to be made during the networking hour. This is
when you find you partners and buyers.

The Top 10 Mistakes Real Estate Investors Make at Networking Events
Matt Faircloth
“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go with others.” — African Proverb
The Top 10 Mistakes Real Estate Investors Make at Networking Events
1. They don’t attend real estate networking meetings.
This one might seem obvious; however, a lot of real estate investors simply do not attend networking
meetings. They have a ton of excuses – they don’t have the time, they are not actively looking for deals,
they don’t “need” to network or they don’t see the point of expanding their network. Regardless of the
reason, it is an excuse. If you are an active real estate investor, networking is critical to your growth and
success. Yes, social media networking is great, but it does not replace face to face networking meetings.
2. They don’t attend these meetings consistently.
Even if you do attend networking meetings, it is really important to attend these meetings regularly. The
key word here is “regularly.” Time and time again, I meet people at these meetings who talk a “big
game” at one meeting, and I never see them again at any future meetings! The more people see you and
get to know you, the more they will trust you. As we all know, trust and respect are critical to building
relationships, partnerships and team in business.
3. They don’t prepare specific intentions before the meeting.
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Before I go into any networking meeting, I have a habit of setting up a few intentions of what I want to
get out of the event. Maybe I want to meet a wholesaler, maybe I want to meet a contractor, maybe I
want to meet a realtor, or maybe I want to meet one or two new investors.
The bottom line is to be really clear on your intentions before you walk into the networking meeting.
The team you need in this business is endless. And it does not stop once you build up a real estate
investing portfolio. We have certainly built up our network over the past 10 years and own over 100
units. However, we are currently expanding our market and focus, and I am in the process of finding
more connections to expand our fix/flip business. So don’t forget, the networking never ends!
4. They talk to people they know already the entire night.
This is a huge pet peeve of mine! Why would you talk to someone you know when there is a room of
people to meet? I know for some personality types, talking to strangers is harder and takes more work. I
get it. However, if you decide to attend a networking meeting for real estate investors, then you need to
take actions that are going to help grow your business. Of course, over time, the more you attend these
meetings, the more people you will know. And yes, you should say hello and reconnect with your
contacts at these meetings. Just be careful not to talk to them ONLY. I tend to set an intention each
meeting to meet (and get to know) three new people.
5. They go into the meeting room, sit down, and don’t talk to anyone.
We recently launched a new real estate networking meeting in the Princeton, NJ area. The meeting
began at 6 p.m., and by 6:30 p.m., we had about 30 people in attendance for our first meeting.
Networking took place from 6- 7 p.m., and the presenters began at 7 p.m. I walked into the room where
the presenters would be speaking around 6:30 p.m., and what I saw shocked me!
I saw about 15 people sitting in various seats by themselves and not talking to anyone! I can appreciate
that some people go to these meetings just to hear the presenters, but to not talk to anyone while you
are waiting for the presentation to begin makes no logical sense to me. Take advantage of the
networking time, get to these meetings early, and connect with as many people as you can!
6. They don’t volunteer their time to help with the organization of the group.
If you really want to get involved and take your networking to the next level, a great way to do so is to
get involved with the organizing of the meeting. Typically all of these meet up groups and certainly REIA
groups are non-profit. Volunteers are always needed!
It has been a terrific experience organizing and leading real estate investor groups. Not only is it a great
way to “give back” and help other investors, but it also been helpful to grow our business, network and
brand. Remember the old saying: the more you give, the more you get!
7. They talk to various people, promise to follow up — and never do what they say.
I have heard it said, “You are your word.” And I certainly agree with this statement! I am fairly accepting
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of people. However, I have no patience for people who tell me they are going to follow up with me on
something and then never do. Integrity is incredibly important in this business. If you can’t do what you
say you are going to do, then you are not your word. And if you are not your “word,” people are not
going to want to do business with you.
8. During conversations at these meetings, they talk a lot about themselves and never listen.
If you are trying to build rapport with a person, the easiest way to do this is to ask questions, listen, be
responsive, and find out how you can help them achieve their goals. The worst thing you can do when
connecting with others is to talk about yourself the whole time and not ask one question.
Again, the key is to make a positive impression on people during these networking meetings and build
relationships. The best way to do this is to engage with people and really learn about them and their real
estate interests and goals. During these conversations, look for ways to help the person. Maybe you can
introduce them to the insurance company you work with. The key is to be looked at as a resource, not
an annoyance!
9. They don’t send follow up “thank you” emails.
This is a very simple gesture that could go a long way. If you are looking to build relationships, then
follow up is a necessity. I also would not wait two weeks to send a follow up email. You want to send a
follow up email while it is fresh in your mind and their mind! I always try to follow up with people I meet
within 24 hours. I don’t always do this, but that is my goal. Again, this shows people that you are a
serious networker and interested in building a relationship.

10. They don’t create a way to follow up on a consistent basis.
This is probably the biggest mistake that people make. It is easy to meet people, have a nice
conversation during a meeting, and even send a follow up “nice to meet you” email after the meeting.
However, it is a little harder to create a sustainable and consistent way to stay in contact with them.
Social media has helped with this, but you as the networker still need to create a process for consistent
follow up. Something that I like to do with people who are new in my network is to invite them to
upcoming networking meetings. The more I can help people as a resource, the more people will be a
resource to me.
I hope this list of common mistakes served as a helpful reminder as you become more successful in your
networking efforts.
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(Jan 2)

Happy New Year 2020 is going to be great
First off, we have some deals for you passive investors. There are a couple of investor projects looking
for $25,000, for short term high interest loans.
Next up, my steering committee is working on a survey to see how we can best help you to reach your
goals in 2020. If there is one thing that defines REIA, it is helping you reach your goals.
Attn: rehabbers, I have a lead on a cheap fire damaged house in 15210. Email me at
PittsburghREIA@aol.com if you are interested.
The next monthly meeting will be on Jan 21st. All of you landlords should make plans to attend. I have
legendary investor, Lou Brown coming in from Atlanta to teach us how he gets the mo$t out of his rental
properties with the least amount of tenant hassle.
(Dec 24)

Lessons from Christmas past
I know what you are thinking, Christmas and real estate are not related. You are wrong. Real estate is
the vehicle for making dreams come true. Christmas is when many of those dreams come to life and we
celebrate them with the people who are close to us.
----------------------------Christmas 1881
Pa never had much compassion for the lazy or those who squandered their means and then never had
enough for the necessities. But for those who were genuinely in need, his heart was as big as all
outdoors. It was from him that I learned the greatest joy in life comes from giving, not from receiving.
It was Christmas Eve, 1881. I was fifteen years old and feeling like the world had caved in on me because
there just hadn't been enough money to buy me the rifle that I'd wanted for Christmas.
We did the chores early that night for some reason. I just figured Pa wanted a little extra time so we
could read in the Bible.
After supper was over I took my boots off and stretched out in front of the fireplace and waited for Pa to
get down the old Bible. I was still feeling sorry for myself and, to be honest, I wasn't in much of a mood
to read Scriptures. But Pa didn't get the Bible, instead he bundled up again and went outside.
I couldn't figure it out because we had already done all the chores. I didn't worry about it long though, I
was too busy wallowing inself-pity.
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Soon Pa came back in. It was a cold clear night out and there was ice in his beard. "Come on, Matt," he
said. "Bundle up good, it's cold out tonight." I was really upset then. Not only wasn't I getting the rifle for
Christmas, now Pa was dragging me out in the cold, and for no earthly reason that I could see.
We'd already done all the chores, and I couldn't think of anything else that needed doing, especially not
on a night like this. But I knew Pa was not very patient at one dragging one's feet when he'd told them
to do something, so I got up and put my boots back on and got my cap, coat, and mittens. Ma gave me a
mysterious smile as I opened the door to leave the house. Something was up, but I didn't know what.
Outside, I became even more dismayed. There in front of the house was the work team, already hitched
to the big sled. Whatever it was we were going to do wasn't going to be a short, quick, little job. I could
tell. We never hitched up this sled unless we were going to haul a big load. Pa was already up on the
seat, reins in hand. I reluctantly climbed up beside him. The cold was already biting at me. I wasn't
happy.
When I was on, Pa pulled the sled around the house and stopped in front of the woodshed. He got off
and I followed. "I think we'll put on the high sideboards," he said. "Here, help me." The high sideboards!
It had been a bigger job than I wanted to do with just the low sideboards on, but whatever it was we
were going to do would be a lot bigger with the high side boards on.
After we had exchanged the sideboards, Pa went into the woodshed and came out with an armload of
wood - the wood I'd spent all summer hauling down from the mountain, and then all fall sawing into
blocks and splitting. What was he doing?
Finally I said something. "Pa," I asked, "what are you doing?" "You been by the Widow Jensen's lately?"
he asked. The Widow Jensen lived about two miles down the road. Her husband had died a year or so
before and left her with three children, the oldest being eight. Sure, I'd been by, but so what?
Yeah," I said, "Why?"
"I rode by just today," Pa said. "Little Jakey was out digging around in the woodpile trying to find a few
chips. They're out of wood, Matt." That was all he said and then he turned and went back into the
woodshed for another armload of wood. I followed him. We loaded the sled so high that I began to
wonder if the horses would be able to pull it.
Finally, Pa called a halt to our loading, then we went to the smoke house and Pa took down a big ham
and a side of bacon. He handed them to me and told me to put them in the sled and wait. When he
returned he was carrying a sack of flour over his right shoulder and a smaller sack of something in his left
hand.
"What's in the little sack?" I asked. Shoes, they're out of shoes. Little Jakey just had gunny sacks
wrapped around his feet when he was out in the woodpile this morning. I got the children a little candy
too. It just wouldn't be Christmas without a little candy."
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We rode the two miles to Widow Jensen's pretty much in silence. I tried to think through what Pa was
doing. We didn't have much by worldly standards.
Of course, we did have a big woodpile, though most of what was left now was still in the form of logs
that I would have to saw into blocks and split before we could use it.
We also had meat and flour, so we could spare that, but I knew we didn't have any money, so why was
Pa buying them shoes and candy? Really, why was he doing any of this? Widow Jensen had closer
neighbors than us; it shouldn't have been our concern.
We came in from the blind side of the Jensen house and unloaded the wood as quietly as possible, then
we took the meat and flour and shoes to the door.
We knocked. The door opened a crack and a timid voice said, "Who is it?" "Lucas Miles, Ma'am, and my
son, Matt... could we come in for a bit?"
Widow Jensen opened the door and let us in. She had a blanket wrapped around her shoulders. The
children were wrapped in another and were sitting in front of the fireplace by a very small fire that
hardly gave off any heatat all. Widow Jensen fumbled with a match and finally lit the lamp.
"We brought you a few things, Ma'am," Pa said and set down the sack of flour. I put the meat on the
table. Then Pa handed her the sack that had the shoes in it. She opened it hesitantly and took the shoes
out, one pair at a time.
There was a pair for her and one for each of the children - sturdy shoes, the best... shoes that would last.
I watched her carefully.
She bit her lower lip to keep it from trembling and then tears filled her eyes and started running down
her cheeks. She looked up at Pa like she wanted to say something, but it wouldn't come out.
"We brought a load of wood too, Ma'am," Pa said. He turned to me and said, "Matt, go bring in enough
to last awhile. Let's get that fire up to size and heat this place up."
I wasn't the same person when I went back out to bring in the wood. I had a big lump in my throat and
as much as I hate to admit it, there were tears in my eyes too. In my mind I kept seeing those three kids
huddled around the fireplace and their mother standing there with tears running down her cheeks with
so much gratitude in her heart that she couldn't speak.
My heart swelled within me and a joy that I'd never known before, filled my soul. I had given at
Christmas many times before, but never when it had made so much difference. I could see we were
literally saving the lives of these people.
I soon had the fire blazing and everyone's spirits soared. The kids started giggling when Pa handed them
each a piece of candy and Widow Jensen looked on with a smile that probably hadn't crossed her face
for a long time. She finally turned to us. "God bless you," she said. "I know the Lord has sent you. The
children and I have been praying that he would send one of his angels to spare us."
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In spite of myself, the lump returned to my throat and the tears welled up in my eyes again. I'd never
thought of Pa in those exact terms before, but after Widow Jensen mentioned it, I could see that it was
probably true. I was sure that a better man than Pa had never walked the earth.
I started remembering all the times he had gone out of his way for Ma and me, and many others. The list
seemed endless as I thought on it.
Pa insisted that everyone try on the shoes before we left. I was amazed when they all fit, and I
wondered how he had known what sizes to get. Then I guessed that if he was on an errand for the Lord,
that the Lord would make sure he got the right sizes.
Tears were running down Widow Jensen's face again when we stood up to leave. Pa took each of the
kids in his big arms and gave them a hug. ... They clung to him and didn't want us to go. I could see that
they missed their Pa, and I was glad that I still had mine.
At the door Pa turned to Widow Jensen and said, "The Mrs. wanted me to invite you and the children
over for Christmas dinner tomorrow. The turkey will be more than the three of us can eat, and a man
can get cantankerous if he has to eat turkey for too many meals. We'll be by to get you about eleven.
It'll be nice to have some little ones around again. Matt, here, hasn't been little for quite a spell." I was
the youngest... my two brothers and two sisters had all married and had moved away.
Widow Jensen nodded and said, "Thank you, Brother Miles. I don't have to say, may the Lord bless you, I
know for certain that He will."
Out on the sled I felt a warmth that came from deep within and I didn't even notice the cold. When we
had gone a ways, Pa turned to me and said, "Matt, I want you to know something. Your Ma and me have
been tucking a little money away here and there all year so we could buy that rifle for you, but we didn't
have quite enough.
Then yesterday a man who owed me a little money from years back came by to make things square.
Your Ma and me were real excited, thinking that now we could get you that rifle, and I started into town
this morning to do just that, but on the way I saw little Jakey out scratching in the woodpile with his feet
wrapped in those gunny sacks and I knew what I had to do. Son, I spent the money for shoes and a little
candy for those children. I hope you understand."
I understood alright... and my eyes became wet with tears again. I understood very well, and I was so
glad Pa had done it. Now the rifle seemed very low on my list of priorities. Pa had given me a lot more.
He had given me the look on Widow Jensen's face and the radiant smiles of her three children.
For the rest of my life, whenever I saw any of the Jensens, or split a block of wood, I remembered, and
remembering brought back that same joy I felt riding home beside Pa that night. Pa had given me much
more than a rifle that night, he had given me the best Christmas of my life.
Don't be too busy today... share this inspiring message. Merry Christmas
and God bless you!
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Featured Chrismas 1881
----------------------------------------------------------------------------10 Old-Fashioned Christmas Traditions We Should Bring Back
Remember these classic Christmas traditions?
Tricia Goss ·November 13, 2017
What is your favorite thing about Christmas? Chances are good it has something to do with a tradition
that is intertwined with warm and wonderful memories.
You may follow the same customs as your parents did during your childhood. Perhaps you incorporated
new ones as an adult. Even if you enjoy a combination of old and new traditions, isn’t there always room
for just a few more?
Here are some of the most charming, fun and meaningful old-fashioned Christmas traditions that are
long overdue for a comeback.
Decorations from Nature
In years gone by, families decorated their Christmas trees and homes with items from their own yards
and gardens. Natural decorations, such as pine cones, holly berries and evergreen swags, are lovely to
look at and environmentally friendly.

Homemade Garlands
Stringing popped (unbuttered!) popcorn or cranberries with a needle and thread is a simple and
charming way to create a garland for the tree or mantle. It is also a wonderful way to spend time
together talking, laughing and making memories.
Caroling
For hundreds of years, groups of people strolled through town, singing cheerful holiday songs to their
friends and neighbors, but this tradition has definitely dwindled. Bring it back by rounding up a group
and gifting your neighborhood with songs.
Christmas Eve Stories
In simpler times, it was common for the family to gather around the tree on Christmas Eve to listen to a
story about the holiday before going to bed. No matter which classic tale you opt for (“Twas the Night
Before Christmas,” “How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” and the Bible are popular choices), this timeless
tradition is worth reviving.
Oranges in Stockings
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Did you ever receive citrus fruit in your Christmas stocking? There are many legends about this largelyforgotten tradition, but we know for sure that it is a sweet way to celebrate. Plus, oranges fill stocking
toes quite nicely!
Dressing Up
If you look at old Christmas photos, you will likely see everyone looking proper and polished rather than
sitting around in their PJs. Rekindling this tradition could give your Instagram feed a boost.
Low-Tech Gifts
Consider the best gift you ever received; chances are good it wasn’t some high-tech gadget. Presents
that don’t require batteries, electricity or internet, such as stuffed animals, books and homemade items
were once the norm and are often some of the most-loved.
Yule Logs
After bringing it in and placing it on the hearth on Christmas Eve, families would light the yule log using a
scrap preserved from the prior year’s wood. They kept burning for 12 hours and it was thought to bring
good fortune for the coming year. Who couldn’t use a little luck?

Sleigh Rides
Dashing through the snow in a one- (or two!) horse open sleigh would be a positively delightful way to
take in the lights or visit grandma, or just enjoy the outdoors. Don’t you agree?
Santa Decorating the Tree
In some families, the tree was only partially decorated when the children went to bed on Christmas Eve.
When Santa arrived to deliver gifts, he also completed the task. Kids everywhere awoke to celebrate
with a magical tree surrounded by presents. When you can make Christmas even more spectacular and
special, it’s a definite win.
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(Dec 24)

A REIA Christmas Miracle
Technically this is a Christmas Eve miracle, but I am still going to count it.
I originally had a bigtime national speaker coming in for our January meeting, but he has a medical issue
and can't come into town. I am working to reschedule with him. So this left us without a speaker for
January. Then, when I am scrambling to find someone on short notice is who both super successful and a
great educator, a magical email appeared.
Lou Brown's office contacted me out of the blue because they had a cancellation on their schedule!!!
Lou is a legendary real estate investor. We have had him in the past few years to teach advanced asset
protection/trusts. This time, Lou will be speaking about his property management system. This is HUGE.
Anyone who wants to invest in rental property or any wholesaler who wants to sell to landlords should
be very happy about this announcement.
Lou will be in town Jan 22-23 to educate us all, this is a Christmas miracle !!!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Just a teaser for the early part of the year, but I already know that we will be touching on rental income
properties, creative finance, and advanced asset protection in the early part of 2020. We are going to
make 2020 our most profitable year.
Also, we will be sending out a survey to find out what you guys and gals want to learn about in the next
12 months, and I will do my best to find you the best teachers on the Earth.
Now stop reading silly emails and go enjoy your family and friends.
Merry Christmas and Happy Chanukah
Josh
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Our Business Partner Members
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www.USAREMentoring.com
USA Real Estate Mentoring Group
“Your Highway to Success”

Mentoring is the key to your success in Real Estate Investing!
We are:
-Successful Investors Currently Investing in Today’s Real Estate Market
- Best Selling Authors
-Our Group of Mentors Have Personally Trained Over One Hundred Real Estate Investors
-We KNOW Pennsylvania, and How to Invest Legally in Pennsylvania!
-Access to Our Team Members and Systems
-We Meet Once Per Month in the Pittsburgh Area (Wexford)
-1st Meeting is Free
-Different Levels of Training and Pricing Available
Visit www.usarementoring.com for more info
Brian Snyder: 412-992-8884
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