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Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 16th

This meeting will be Online
Main Meeting:
7:00 – 8:00 How the CARES Act May Allow You to Buy a Business – Presentation by BizBuySell
This is an online presentation, and for your convenience will be available all week
* A Link for the presentation will be emailed on Tuesday, June 16th

Logistics:
Online Club Calendar – Keep track of upcoming sub-group meetings and club activities by viewing the
calendar on the PittsburghREIA.com website. Find it under the Events tab.
Stay Connected – during this unprecedented time of social distancing, several of the REIA subgroups will
be meeting online, watch your email or the website for details.

Membership Renewals
If you need to renew your membership before the meeting then just follow this link
https://pittsburghreia.com/membership/membership_application_form.pdf then print out your application and
bring it in with your check. It is that simple.

…Below is a compilation of some of the month’s articles and news …
The complete content can be found on our website at
https://pittsburghreia.com/quarantine-updates/
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New PPP Loan Info for Us
Note- this just got signed into law, it is official !!
Changes To PPP That Are About To Become Law Will Help Borrowers Obtain Loan Forgiveness
Megan GormanSenior Contributor
Personal Finance
I write about achieving wealth and how it intersects with our lives.
Paycheck Protection Plan or PPP loan borrowers are breathing a huge sigh of relief. In the afternoon
hours of June 3rd, the Senate unanimously passed by voice vote the Paycheck Protection Plan Flexibility
Act. This bill had been approved by the House last week on May 28th. The House’s vote was 417-1 with
the lone dissent by Representative Thomas Massie (R-Ky).
As the bill heads to President Donald Trump’s desk for signature, across the country, tax professionals
are starting to get greater guidance to help their clients who took PPP loans.
“The bill doesn’t include everything, but it’s a good start,” says Brian Streig, CPA and Tax Director of
Calhoun, Thomson + Matza, LLP in Austin, Texas. “I do think this bill is good for small business owners
who have taken out Paycheck Protection Program loans.”
The PPP loan program has weathered intense criticism since the passage of the CARES Act. From early
confusion regarding the loan application process to the slow pace in which the Small Business
Administration (SBA) has released guidance, it has not been an easy path for borrowers. But this new bill
provides hope that greater flexibility to the PPP loan forgiveness process will help many small business
owners survive the Covid-19 crisis.
One of the key provisions in the new bill is that PPP borrowers will now have a longer time period to use
the funds. In the original CARES Act, employers were limited to an 8-week period to use the funds. The
new bill extends this period to 24 weeks.
This change addresses one of the challenges in the PPP loan program. When the initial law was enacted,
Congress was focused on providing various types of liquidity. One of the unintended consequences is
that the increase in federal unemployment coverage of $600 per week was in conflict directly with the
purpose of PPP loans. Some employees were making more on unemployment than when they were
employed
As a result, this caused problems for employers seeking to rehire their employees with PPP money.
“Some small businesses are finding it hard to get some of their employees to come back to work,”
explains Streig. “This could be for a number of reasons but under the original bill, the amount of the loan
eligible for forgiveness would be reduced because the employee didn’t come back to work.”
Thus, PPP borrowers were in a tough position. Some struggled with the fact that they felt bad asking
employees to come back and earn less. Others were frustrated that forgiveness was conditioned in a
manner where they lacked control.
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“The House bill that the Senate passed makes it so the employer won’t be penalized when they calculate
the forgiveness amount because an employee doesn’t return to work,” says Streig.
Greater Flexibility in Spending
The other challenge the PPP loan borrowers were struggling with was that they felt forced to use the
loan predominately on payroll when there were other pressing concerns to keep their businesses afloat.
“The Treasury and Small Business Administration set a level of 75% of the loan proceeds that needed to
be spent on payroll in order to be eligible for forgiveness,” explains Streig. “Congress used this bill to
lower the amount to 60%, so now businesses have some more options on how they spend the funds and
still get their loan forgiven.”
This opens the door for many business owners who are trying to pay rent and utilities. Further the
flexibility will allow these small businesses to have a longer lifeline to keep their monthly expenses
going.
The law also will allow the loan period to be extended. Under the initial plan, the loan would have been
a 2-year loan at 1% interest rate. This has been extended to up to 5 years. Again, this will alleviate some
of the pressures felt by small businesses.
Still Hoping. But despite the benefits this new bill will provide, it does not address all the issues that tax
professionals were seeking.
Streig is quite pragmatic on what he hopes the SBA does next in its guidance on PPP loans. “I would also
like to see a blanket forgiveness for the smaller PPP loans,” he says. “For example, loans under $100,000
or $150,000 would only have a minimal amount of paperwork to get forgiveness. The effort to gather
the information and prepare the application for forgiveness can be very burdensome for small
businesses.”

Extended Moratoriums
JUDGE’s CHAMBERS
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF BEAVER COUNTY
THIRTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
TO: Members of the Beaver County Bar Association
FROM: Judge James Ross
Dispossessions/ Evictions
DATE: June 1, 2020
BEAVER, PENNSYLVANIA

President Judge Mancini issued an Extended Administrative Order on May 6, 2020, extending the
moratorium on dispossessions of/evictions from property through writs of possession until June 1, 2020.
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The very next day, May 7, 2020, Governor Wolf issued an Executive Order extending the deadlines on
those issues until July 10, 2020. Further, the CARES Act, 15 U.S.C.A. 59058, extended the moratorium on
federally subsidized housing until July 27, 2020. These dates and moratoriums apply only to
dispossessions/evictions due to nonpayment of a rent, loan or other similar payment; they do not apply
to dispossessions/evictions for other reasons, such as misconduct violations regarding the terms of a
lease. The moratorium also does not apply to eviction proceedings commenced before May 11, 2020,
the date of Governor Wolfs most recent Executive Order on the subject. That Order stays evictions from
its date of entry, May 11, 2020, through July 10, 2020; it is silent as to actions commenced prior to May
11, 2020. This information is provided as advisory on the current status of and interplay between the
various orders/statutes and situations.
“Important to note in Beaver County, however, this same procedure/law/ideology should also/is being
applied in surrounding Counties.
Creditors should be prepared for the onslaught of projected bankruptcy filings (Chapter 13) and have
counsel ready to file appropriate motions and/or ensure the rights of landlords/mortgagees.
A joint effort by debtors & creditors should allow debtors to effectively reorganize while protecting the
roofs over their heads.
The Covid-19 (Corona virus) epidemic was outside the control of most people. We should all work
together to mutually benefit those who are truly affected by this trauma. Secured creditors, landlords
and their constituents. ”

The Senate Just Passed a Big Rollback of Dodd-Frank
The legislation prompted a fierce debate between the moderate and progressive wings of the
Democratic Party.
Late Wednesday night, the Senate passed the Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief, and Consumer
Protection Act on a 67-to-31 vote. No Republican Senators voted against the legislation, and 16
Democrats and one Independent voted for it.
The legislation would roll back several portions of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act, which was passed in 2010 in the wake of the financial meltdown of 2008. Most notably,
the new legislation would raise the threshold at which banks are subject to particularly strict oversight
and regulation.
Under Dodd-Frank, any bank with assets greater than $50 billion is subject to more stringent oversight
and regulation. The system was created to prevent a 2008-like situation in which extremely large (i.e.
“too big to fail”) banks engaged in behaviors that put both themselves at risk of failing and, due to their
size, threatened the stability of the entire global financial system. The legislation the Senate passed on
Wednesday would raise that threshold to $250 billion, a change that affects 25 of the 38 largest banks in
the country.
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The Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief, and Consumer Protection Act makes a number of other small
changes to Dodd-Frank and includes some new protections for consumers. It exempts small banks with
assets under $10 billion and limited trading assets from the Volcker rule, a part of Dodd-Frank which
prohibits banks from engaging in the kinds of risky, speculative trading that contributed to the 2008
crisis. The act also exempts smaller mortgage lenders from a requirement that they collect and report
additional data on borrowers and their loans; this was meant to help federal officials assess if lenders
were engaging in discriminatory practices. This exemption provision has provoked alarm among fair
housing advocates.
The de-regulatory legislation has prompted a fierce debate between the moderate and progressive
wings of the Democratic Party. The 16 Democratic senators who voted in favor of the legislation almost
all hail from less liberal states, and many are facing difficult re-election campaigns this year. They, along
with the bill’s Republican supporters, argue that the bill provides much-needed relief for small
community banks and credit unions struggling under the weight of Dodd-Frank’s reforms.
The progressive wing of the party, including many of those viewed as frontrunners for the presidential
nomination in 2020, argues the legislation will put the country at risk for another disastrous financial
collapse. Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) appeared on a number of news shows over the
weekend to blast Democrats voting in favor of the legislation. In an appearance on Meet the Press,
Warren said she didn’t “understand how anybody in the United States Senate votes for a bill that’s going
to increase the likelihood of taxpayer bailouts.”
The truth about the bill’s effects likely lies somewhere in between these two poles. Even some of DoddFrank’s biggest defenders and architects have suggested that the $50 billion oversight threshold may be
too low. Barney Frank, the Massachusetts congressman whom the bill is named after, wrote in a recent
op-ed for CNBC that the $50 billion threshold “had not been carefully considered.” Frank, however,
thinks that the right threshold likely lies somewhere between $50 and $250 billion, a view which was
recently echoed by Paul Volcker, who suggested a $100 billion threshold.
At the same time, few seem to expect the legislation will dramatically increase the risk of another
systemic financial meltdown. (The Congressional Budget Office projects the bill would “slightly” increase
the likelihood that a “systematically important financial institution … will fail or that there will be a
financial crisis.”)
Nor is it entirely clear that Dodd-Frank is responsible for the kind of damage to community banks and
consumers that this bill’s advocates claim. As Jordan Weissmann pointed out recently in Slate,
community banks are “perfectly profitable” and there’s “no sign of a credit shortage in the United
States—on Main Street or any other street.” Meanwhile, most in the industry cite persistently low
interest rates as a bigger barrier to profitability than compliance costs.
The legislation still must pass the House of Representatives, where Republicans are seeking a number of
changes.
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1031 Updates
PANDEMIC 1031 EXTENSIONS
The following information is based on a “plain language” reading of IRS Notice 2020-23. It is important
for you to discuss with your tax advisor how it applies to your specific situation.
Do I qualify for COVID-19 extensions?
If you are in a current exchange and either your original 45 or 180 day deadline falls between April 1 and
July 15, 2020, that 1031 deadline has been extended to July 15, 2020. Notice 2020-23, is unlike previous
Disaster Relief Notices that have been issued by the IRS and as a result, many tax professionals have
questions concerning its guidance. Numerous real estate organizations have asked the IRS for
clarification.
What does the COVID-19 extension mean if I am contemplating starting an exchange?
If you begin an exchange before May 31st, according to Notice 2020-23, your 45 day identification
period deadline would be extended to July 15th. This gives you a little more time to identify properties
and make changes to any previous identifications, if needed.
What does the COVID-19 extension mean if I already have begun my 1031 Exchange?
If your exchange began between February 16 and May 31, 2020, Notice 2020-23 extends your 45 day
identification period until July 15, 2020.
If your exchange began between October 4, 2019 and January 17, 2020, Notice 2020-23 extends your
180 day deadline until July 15, 2020.
Are the COVID-19 extensions automatic or do I need to complete additional paperwork?
You do not need to request or apply for the extensions if your exchange qualifies for the deadline
extension. There are no extension forms or paperwork that needs to be completed.
If I decide not to complete my exchange and want to get my money back from the qualified
intermediary and pay taxes, do I now have to wait until July 15th?
The current extension granted on April 9, 2020 is automatic.? Be sure to check with your tax advisor for
their interpretation of how Notice 2020-23 applies to your situation.
Will there be a further extensions granted?
It is unknown. The situation that COVID-19 has caused is unprecedented and prior disaster extensions
related to natural disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes, wildfires, etc.
If additional extensions are granted, will I need to complete additional documents to qualify?
If additional extensions are granted, we hope they would contain specific information relating to
qualification requirements. Be sure to speak to your tax advisor about your individual situation before
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cancelling your exchange
How likely is the IRS to reissue new extensions more in keeping with the traditional 120 day extensions
we have seen in the past?

Will there be any more updates to the extensions granted? What and when will further information by
the Treasury/IRS be released?
We, along with our trade association, the Federation of Exchange Accommodators (FEA), have
requested additional extensions and clarification of Notice 2020-23. As soon as we know more, we will
pass that along. Please be sure to sign up for COVID-19 news HERE so you can stay informed.
1031 FUNDS & SECURITY
Are my 1031 funds held in a separate account?
We open segregated, interest bearing accounts for each 1031 Exchange using the exchanger’s tax
identification number.
Where are my funds deposited?
We open segregated accounts only at the large, stable and highly rated banks.
Is my money safe?
Investors and companies often choose IPX1031 for the superior security that we provide for their
funds. In addition to only depositing funds in segregated accounts at large, stable and highly rated
financial institutions, IPX1031 is bonded and insured by independent insurance companies. Our
corporate parent, Fidelity National Financial, issues a 50 million dollar written performance guaranty on
every 1031 Exchange. Go to IPX1031’s Safety & Security for Exchangers and Your 1031 Funds Are Safe
for more information. It is very important that taxpayers review the security provided for their funds
before choosing which company to facilitate their 1031 Exchange.
1031 IDENTIFICATION DURING THE PANDEMIC
Should I identify more than one property?
With any exchange, it’s prudent to have a back-up plan and identify multiple properties. There have
been many stories of properties falling through or failing to close at the very last minute.
When is my ID deadline? Is the IRS extending deadlines since I cannot leave my house to look for
property? Will I get extra time to identify my replacement properties?
As stated above, Notice 2020-23, provides exchangers with an original ID deadline between April 1st and
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July 14th an automatic extension to July 15th.?Through our trade organization, the FEA, and a coalition
of real estate groups, we have asked for additional extensions.? We hope these requests will be granted,
but there has been no response to date.
What if the replacement property I choose does not close for any reason?
If your exchange began April 1st or after, you can re-identify another replacement property prior to July
15, 2020.
How do I find a replacement property if I cannot actually get into the building?
Notice 2020-23 provides that you have until July 15th to identify like-kind replacement property.
Depending on what part of the country you are in, appraisers and inspectors may be allowed to go into
properties, so they may be able to provide you with information. Virtual tours may be another option.
What if I cannot find a property in the time frame?
As stated previously, if your exchange began between February 16 and May 31, 2020, Notice 2020-23
extends your 45 day identification period until July 15, 2020. If you do not locate a property to identify in
the time frame, then you would end up paying the taxes on the applicable gain from the sale of your
relinquished property. There is not a tax penalty if you are unable to locate new property to complete
your exchange. Speak to your tax advisor about if you can reduce taxes through the use of carry forward
losses or delay the payment of taxes due to the coordination between sections 453 and 1031 of the
Internal Revenue Code.
1031 MARKET
Are 1031 Exchanges still allowed?
Yes. Even during this Coronavirus pandemic, 1031 tax deferred Exchanges remain popular with real
estate investors. IPX1031 has experts nationwide available by phone or online to answer questions and
get your 1031 transaction started. Start your online 1031 Exchange here.
Is a 1031 Exchange a good idea given today’s economy?
Absolutely. A 1031 Exchange is an excellent tool to defer taxes especially in today’s economy. With any
investment, you should always check with your tax and legal advisors to determine what is best for your
specific situation. Taxpayers should always seek advice from their financial planner, tax attorney and
CPA relating to their specific tax and investment goals and situation. Start your online 1031 Exchange
here.
Can I do a 1031 Exchange on my primary residence?
Although a 1031 transaction cannot be used on a current primary residence, with proper planning, you
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can convert a primary residence and combine IRC §1031 and §121 to minimize your taxes.
Who handles a 1031 Exchange during this time?
Start with the right Qualified Intermediary. Choose one (like IPX1031) who has remained in full
operation during the pandemic, has extensive experience, attorneys, CPAs and other certified 1031
professionals on staff, provides financial security and stability, and that safeguards your exchange funds.
Find your 1031 expert here.
For further info on 1031 Exchanges and Coronavirus, please visit www.ipx1031.com/coronavirus/

SW PA is moving to GREEN
Opening up to Green is a really good step, and it will help PA business survive. On a down note, nothing
about the green phase sounds like we are going to have a real in person meeting anytime soon. My
guess is August but things can change quickly.
—————————
Pittsburgh, Western PA Moving To Green Reopening Phase
Eric Heyl
Patch•May 29, 2020
PITTSBURGH, PA — All of southwestern Pennsylvania except Beaver County will transition to the state’s
green reopening phase beginning June 5, Gov. Tom Wolf announced Friday.
Many restrictions related to the coronavirus outbreak are being lifted in Allegheny, Butler, Washington,
Westmoreland, Armstrong, Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Clinton, Fayette, Fulton, Greene, Indiana, Lycoming,
Mercer and Somerset Counties.
Most of those counties have been in the yellow reopening phases since May 15. Beaver County went
yellow on May 22.
Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald was pleased about the green designation, but warned at a
news conference after Wolf’s announcement that coronavirus flareups still could occur in the region.
“We still have to be very vigilant,” he said. “I know we’re a social community in southwestern
Pennsylvania (but) I would urge people that if they do get together do it in small groups – and wear that
mask.”
This article originally appeared on the Pittsburgh Patch
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What To Expect In Western PA’s Green Reopening Phase
Western Pennsylvania is about to move from the yellow to the green reopening phase. Here’s what that
means.
By Eric Heyl, Patch Staff
Updated May 29, 2020 2:16 pm ET
Expect many changes in the green phase.
PITTSBURGH, PA — Sixteen more counties are going to the green phase of the state’s reopening plan
next week, among them every western Pennsylvania county save for Beaver, Gov. Tom Wolf announced
Friday.
While going green further loosens the restrictions that have been in place during the coronavirus
outbreak, it still does not signal a return to life as it was before the pandemic. Here are the answers to
some questions you might have regarding what the green phase will be like:
Can you finally get a haircut?
Yes. But hair salons and barber shops must operate by appointment only.
Can you finally go the the gym or spa?
Yes, but reservations are strongly encouraged.
Can you go to your local tavern?
Yes, but you must observe social distancing and stay at least six feet from anyone else seated at the bar,
unless the tavern has physical barriers in place between customers.
Standing in a bar area is not permitted. A maximum of four customers that have a common relationship
can sit together at the bar while maintaining social distancing from other customers.
Can you have a meal in a restaurant?
Yes. Restaurants can reopen their interiors to diners but must keep tables at least six feet apart.

Can you see your favorite band at PPG Paints Arena?
No. any gathering for a planned or spontaneous event of more than 250 people is prohibited. That
includes concerts, festivals, fairs, conferences, sporting events, movies and theatrical performances.
Can you go to a Pirates game at PNC Park?
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No. While professional sports can resume while observing mandated guidelines, fans will not be
permitted into venues.
Can you resume going to a church, synagogue, temple or mosque?
Yes, but places of congregate worship are strongly encouraged to enforce social distancing and other
mitigation measures, such as requiring masks, at their gatherings.
Can you visit a friend or relative in the hospital?
Yes.
Can you visit a family member in a nursing home?
Not immediately. Because of the critical importance of limiting COVID-19 exposure in nursing homes,
visitation restrictions initially will remain in place.

A Sign that We are Slowly Returning to Normalcy
I know I have my rose colored glasses on here but I am really looking forward to being able to meet in
person again. I think of all of the lock down stuff, I miss restaurants the most. I do a ton of meetings/
meet ups in restaurants. Sometimes with groups, sometimes with individual investors, sellers or
buyers. I really miss that.
It sounds like June 5th will be the first real step in that direction for our region
Gov. Wolf Announces New Guidance for Outdoor and Indoor Dining
Counties in the Yellow phase will have outdoor dining on June 5. Green phase counties will also be
allowed limited indoor dining.
May 27, 2020
Hal B. Klein
The Wolf administration today announced guidance for expanded restaurant operations.
“We’re really happy that Gov. Wolf accepted our recommendations. We’ve worked really hard since the
beginning of this pandemic to find a way to open restaurants in a safe way, one that protects restaurant
guests and employees,” says Ben Fileccia, the Pennsylvania Restaurant Association’s director of
operations and strategy.
As of now, Allegheny County is in the yellow phase, and no announcements have been made for when it
will move to green.
Among the guidance in the yellow phase are the following:
Outdoor dining, provided that the establishments adhere to maximum occupancy limits, is permitted.
Those limits are 50 percent of stated capacity or 12 people per 1,000 square feet if there is not a fire
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code number available. However, tables must be spaced 6 feet from each other, and so the number of
allowed diners will be reduced if that seating arrangement contains a smaller capacity than 50 percent.
Face coverings are required for customers who are “entering, exiting, or otherwise traveling throughout
the restaurant or retail food service business,” but are not required while sitting at a table.
Restaurants must assign an employee to monitor and clean high-touch areas such as bathrooms,
entrances and host stands.
Restaurants must provide masks to employees, who are to wear them at all times while working.
Customers must be seated at tables; no bar seating is allowed even if outdoors.
Self-service food and drink options such as buffets are prohibited.
Menus must be single-use.
Additional guidance such as drafting worksite-specific COVID-19 plans, limiting seating to a maximum of
10 people per table and using touchless technology whenever possible are also provided.

“We know that restaurants are really hurting. We totally support anything they can do to open and be
safe. The city supports restaurants or any other retail business if they want to close down sidewalks and
streets but they have to agree to do it collectively,” says Tim McNulty, Director of Communications for
the Office of Mayor William Peduto, noting that different solutions will work best for various business
districts. The City of Pittsburgh Department of Mobility and Infrastructure advisory committee
assembled a report on how city streets could be used to support business and public health.
Pittsburgh Magazine will have more in the forthcoming days about how this will affect Pittsburgh dining.

The meaning of Memorial Day
In short, memorial day is a day set aside to remember the brave Americans who went off to war and
didn’t come back. The young men and women who gave up their lives so we could live in the greatest
nation on Earth.
Below is one of the greatest Memorial Day speeches ever delivered. It comes from a man who was both
a Civil War veteran and a Supreme Court Justice

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
“In Our Youth Our Hearts Were Touched With Fire”
[An address delivered for Memorial Day, May 30, 1884, at Keene, NH, before John Sedgwick Post No. 4,
Grand Army of the Republic.]
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Not long ago I heard a young man ask why people still kept up Memorial Day, and it set me thinking of
the answer. Not the answer that you and I should give to each other-not the expression of those feelings
that, so long as you live, will make this day sacred to memories of love and grief and heroic youth–but an
answer which should command the assent of those who do not share our memories, and in which we of
the North and our brethren of the South could join in perfect accord.
So far as this last is concerned, to be sure, there is no trouble. The soldiers who were doing their best to
kill one another felt less of personal hostility, I am very certain, than some who were not imperiled by
their mutual endeavors. I have heard more than one of those who had been gallant and distinguished
officers on the Confederate side say that they had had no such feeling. I know that I and those whom I
knew best had not. We believed that it was most desirable that the North should win; we believed in the
principle that the Union is indissoluable; we, or many of us at least, also believed that the conflict was
inevitable, and that slavery had lasted long enough. But we equally believed that those who stood
against us held just as sacred conviction that were the opposite of ours, and we respected them as every
men with a heart must respect those who give all for their belief. The experience of battle soon taught
its lesson even to those who came into the field more bitterly disposed. You could not stand up day after
day in those indecisive contests where overwhelming victory was impossible because neither side would
run as they ought when beaten, without getting at least something of the same brotherhood for the
enemy that the north pole of a magnet has for the south–each working in an opposite sense to the
other, but each unable to get along without the other. As it was then, it is now. The soldiers of the war
need no explanations; they can join in commemorating a soldier’s death with feelings not different in
kind, whether he fell toward them or by their side.
But Memorial Day may and ought to have a meaning also for those who do not share our memories.
When men have instinctively agreed to celebrate an anniversary, it will be found that there is some
thought of feeling behind it which is too large to be dependent upon associations alone. The Fourth of
July, for instance, has still its serious aspect, although we no longer should think of rejoicing like children
that we have escaped from an outgrown control, although we have achieved not only our national but
our moral independence and know it far too profoundly to make a talk about it, and although an
Englishman can join in the celebration without a scruple. For, stripped of the temporary associations
which gives rise to it, it is now the moment when by common consent we pause to become conscious of
our national life and to rejoice in it, to recall what our country has done for each of us, and to ask
ourselves what we can do for the country in return.
So to the indifferent inquirer who asks why Memorial Day is still kept up we may answer, it celebrates
and solemnly reaffirms from year to year a national act of enthusiasm and faith. It embodies in the most
impressive form our belief that to act with enthusiasm and faith is the condition of acting greatly. To
fight out a war, you must believe something and want something with all your might. So, must you do to
carry anything else to an end worth reaching. More than that, you must be willing to commit yourself to
a course, perhaps a long and hard one, without being able to foresee exactly where you will come out.
All that is required of you is that you should go somewhither as hard as ever you can. The rest belongs to
fate. One may fall-at the beginning of the charge or at the top of the earthworks; but in no other way
can he reach the rewards of victory.
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When it was felt so deeply as it was on both sides that a man ought to take part in the war unless some
conscientious scruple or strong practical reason made it impossible, was that feeling simply the
requirement of a local majority that their neighbors should agree with them? I think not: I think the
feeling was right-in the South as in the North. I think that, as life is action and passion, it is required of a
man that he should share the passion and action of his time at peril of being judged not to have lived.
If this be so, the use of this day is obvious. It is true that I cannot argue a man into a desire. If he says to
me, Why should I seek to know the secrets of philosophy? Why seek to decipher the hidden laws of
creation that are graven upon the tablets of the rocks, or to unravel the history of civilization that is
woven in the tissue of our jurisprudence, or to do any great work, either of speculation or of practical
affairs? I cannot answer him; or at least my answer is as little worth making for any effect it will have
upon his wishes if he asked why I should eat this, or drink that. You must begin by wanting to. But
although desire cannot be imparted by argument, it can be by contagion. Feeling begets feeling, and
great feeling begets great feeling. We can hardly share the emotions that make this day to us the most
sacred day of the year, and embody them in ceremonial pomp, without in some degree imparting them
to those who come after us. I believe from the bottom of my heart that our memorial halls and statues
and tablets, the tattered flags of our regiments gathered in the Statehouses, are worth more to our
young men by way of chastening and inspiration than the monuments of another hundred years of
peaceful life could be.
But even if I am wrong, even if those who come after us are to forget all that we hold dear, and the
future is to teach and kindle its children in ways as yet unrevealed, it is enough for us that this day is
dear and sacred.
Accidents may call up the events of the war. You see a battery of guns go by at a trot, and for a moment
you are back at White Oak Swamp, or Antietam, or on the Jerusalem Road. You hear a few shots fired in
the distance, and for an instant your heart stops as you say to yourself, the skirmishers are at it, and
listen for the long roll of fire from the main line. You meet an old comrade after many years of absence;
he recalls the moment that you were nearly surrounded by the enemy, and again there comes up to you
that swift and cunning thinking on which once hung life and freedom–Shall I stand the best chance if I
try the pistol or the sabre on that man who means to stop me? Will he get his carbine free before I reach
him, or can I kill him first? These and the thousand other events we have known are called up, I say, by
accident, and, apart from accident, they lie forgotten.
But as surely as this day comes round, we are in the presence of the dead. For one hour, twice a year at
least–at the regimental dinner, where the ghosts sit at table more numerous than the living, and on this
day when we decorate their graves–the dead come back and live with us.
I see them now, more than I can number, as once I saw them on this earth. They are the same bright
figures, or their counterparts, that come also before your eyes; and when I speak of those who were my
brothers, the same words describe yours.
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I see a fair-haired lad, a lieutenant, and a captain on whom life had begun somewhat to tell, but still
young, sitting by the long mess-table in camp before the regiment left the State, and wondering how
many of those who gathered in our tent could hope to see the end of what was then beginning. For
neither of them was that destiny reserved. I remember, as I awoke from my first long stupor in the
hospital after the battle of Ball’s Bluff, I heard the doctor say, “He was a beautiful boy”, [Web note: Lt.
William L. Putnam, 20th Mass.] and I knew that one of those two speakers was no more. The other, after
passing through all the previous battles, went into Fredericksburg with strange premonition of the end,
and there met his fate.[Web Note: Cpt. Charles F. Cabot, 20th Mass.]
I see another youthful lieutenant as I saw him in the Seven Days, when I looked down the line at
Glendale. The officers were at the head of their companies. The advance was beginning. We caught each
other’s eye and saluted. When next I looked, he was gone. [Web note: Lt. James. J. Lowell, 20th Mass.]
I see the brother of the last-the flame of genius and daring on his face–as he rode before us into the
wood of Antietam, out of which came only dead and deadly wounded men. So, a little later, he rode to
his death at the head of his cavalry in the Valley.
In the portraits of some of those who fell in the civil wars of England, Vandyke has fixed on canvas the
type who stand before my memory. Young and gracious faces, somewhat remote and proud, but with a
melancholy and sweet kindness. There is upon their faces the shadow of approaching fate, and the glory
of generous acceptance of it. I may say of them, as I once heard it said of two Frenchmen, relics of the
ancient regime, “They were very gentle. They cared nothing for their lives.” High breeding, romantic
chivalry–we who have seen these men can never believe that the power of money or the enervation of
pleasure has put an end to them. We know that life may still be lifted into poetry and lit with spiritual
charm.
But the men, not less, perhaps even more, characteristic of New England, were the Puritans of our day.
For the Puritan still lives in New England, thank God! and will live there so long as New England lives and
keeps her old renown. New England is not dead yet. She still is mother of a race of conquerors–stern
men, little given to the expression of their feelings, sometimes careless of their graces, but fertile,
tenacious, and knowing only duty. Each of you, as I do, thinks of a hundred such that he has known.
[Web note: Unfortunately for New England, no such “conquerors” have played for the Red Sox since
1918]. I see one–grandson of a hard rider of the Revolution and bearer of his historic name–who was
with us at Fair Oaks, and afterwards for five days and nights in front of the enemy the only sleep that he
would take was what he could snatch sitting erect in his uniform and resting his back against a hut. He
fell at Gettysburg. [Web note: Col. Paul Revere, Jr., 20th Mass.].
His brother , a surgeon, [Web note: Edward H.R. Revere] who rode, as our surgeons so often did,
wherever the troops would go, I saw kneeling in ministration to a wounded man just in rear of our line at
Antietam, his horse’s bridle round his arm–the next moment his ministrations were ended. His senior
associate survived all the wounds and perils of the war, but , not yet through with duty as he understood
it, fell in helping the helpless poor who were dying of cholera in a Western city.
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I see another quiet figure, of virtuous life and quiet ways, not much heard of until our left was turned at
Petersburg. He was in command of the regiment as he saw our comrades driven in. He threw back our
left wing, and the advancing tide of defeat was shattered against his iron wall. He saved an army corps
from disaster, and then a round shot ended all for him. [Web note: Major Henry Patten, 20th Mass.]
There is one who on this day is always present on my mind. [Web note: Henry Abbott, 20th Mass.] He
entered the army at nineteen, a second lieutenant. In the Wilderness, already at the head of his
regiment, he fell, using the moment that was left him of life to give all of his little fortune to his soldiers.
I saw him in camp, on the march, in action. I crossed debatable land with him when we were rejoining
the Army together. I observed him in every kind of duty, and never in all the time I knew him did I see
him fail to choose that alternative of conduct which was most disagreeable to himself. He was indeed a
Puritan in all his virtues, without the Puritan austerity; for, when duty was at an end, he who had been
the master and leader became the chosen companion in every pleasure that a man might honestly
enjoy. His few surviving companions will never forget the awful spectacle of his advance alone with his
company in the streets of Fredericksburg.[Web note: The legendary suicidal charge of the 20th Mass.
Regiment occurred on Dec. 11, 1862.] In less than sixty seconds he would become the focus of a hidden
and annihilating fire from a semicircle of houses. His first platoon had vanished under it in an instant, ten
men falling dead by his side. He had quietly turned back to where the other half of his company was
waiting, had given the order, “Second Platoon, forward!” and was again moving on, in obedience to
superior command, to certain and useless death, when the order he was obeying was countermanded.
The end was distant only a few seconds; but if you had seen him with his indifferent carriage, and sword
swinging from his finger like a cane, you would never have suspected that he was doing more than
conducting a company drill on the camp parade ground. He was little more than a boy, but the grizzled
corps commanders knew and admired him; and for us, who not only admired, but loved, his death
seemed to end a portion of our life also.
There is one grave and commanding presence that you all would recognize, for his life has become a
part of our common history. [Web note: William Bartlett, 20th Mass.]. Who does not remember the
leader of the assault of the mine at Petersburg? The solitary horseman in front of Port Hudson, whom a
foeman worthy of him bade his soldiers spare, from love and admiration of such gallant bearing? Who
does not still hear the echo of those eloquent lips after the war, teaching reconciliation and peace? I
may not do more than allude to his death, fit ending of his life. All that the world has a right to know has
been told by a beloved friend in a book wherein friendship has found no need to exaggerate facts that
speak for themselves. I knew him, and I may even say I knew him well; yet, until that book appeared, I
had not known the governing motive of his soul. I had admired him as a hero. When I read, I learned to
revere him as a saint. His strength was not in honor alone, but in religion; and those who do not share
his creed must see that it was on the wings of religious faith that he mounted above even valiant deeds
into an empyrean of ideal life.
I have spoken of some of the men who were near to me among others very near and dear, not because
their lives have become historic, but because their lives are the type of what every soldier has known
and seen in his own company. In the great democracy of self-devotion private and general stand side by
side. Unmarshalled save by their own deeds, the army of the dead sweep before us, “wearing their
wounds like stars.” It is not because the men I have mentioned were my friends that I have spoken of
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them, but, I repeat, because they are types. I speak of those whom I have seen. But you all have known
such; you, too, remember!
It is not of the dead alone that we think on this day. There are those still living whose sex forbade them
to offer their lives, but who gave instead their happiness. Which of us has not been lifted above himself
by the sight of one of those lovely, lonely women, around whom the wand of sorrow has traced its
excluding circle–set apart, even when surrounded by loving friends who would fain bring back joy to
their lives? I think of one whom the poor of a great city know as their benefactress and friend. I think of
one who has lived not less greatly in the midst of her children, to whom she has taught such lessons as
may not be heard elsewhere from mortal lips. The story of these and her sisters we must pass in
reverent silence. All that may be said has been said by one of their own sex—
But when the days of golden dreams had perished,
And even despair was powerless to destroy,
Then did I learn how existence could be cherished,
Strengthened, and fed without the aid of joy.
Then did I check the tears of useless passion,
weaned my young soul from yearning after thine
Sternly denied its burning wish to hasten
Down to that tomb already more than mine.
Comrades, some of the associations of this day are not only triumphant, but joyful. Not all of those with
whom we once stood shoulder to shoulder–not all of those whom we once loved and revered–are gone.
On this day we still meet our companions in the freezing winter bivouacs and in those dreadful summer
marches where every faculty of the soul seemed to depart one after another, leaving only a dumb
animal power to set the teeth and to persist– a blind belief that somewhere and at last there was bread
and water. On this day, at least, we still meet and rejoice in the closest tie which is possible between
men– a tie which suffering has made indissoluble for better, for worse.
When we meet thus, when we do honor to the dead in terms that must sometimes embrace the living,
we do not deceive ourselves. We attribute no special merit to a man for having served when all were
serving. We know that, if the armies of our war did anything worth remembering, the credit belongs not
mainly to the individuals who did it, but to average human nature. We also know very well that we
cannot live in associations with the past alone, and we admit that, if we would be worthy of the past, we
must find new fields for action or thought, and make for ourselves new careers.
But, nevertheless, the generation that carried on the war has been set apart by its experience. Through
our great good fortune, in our youth our hearts were touched with fire. It was given to us to learn at the
outset that life is a profound and passionate thing. While we are permitted to scorn nothing but
indifference, and do not pretend to undervalue the worldly rewards of ambition, we have seen with our
own eyes, beyond and above the gold fields, the snowy heights of honor, and it is for us to bear the
report to those who come after us. But, above all, we have learned that whether a man accepts from
Fortune her spade, and will look downward and dig, or from Aspiration her axe and cord, and will scale
the ice, the one and only success which it is his to command is to bring to his work a mighty heart.
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Such hearts–ah me, how many!–were stilled twenty years ago; and to us who remain behind is left this
day of memories. Every year–in the full tide of spring, at the height of the symphony of flowers and love
and life–there comes a pause, and through the silence we hear the lonely pipe of death. Year after year
lovers wandering under the apple trees and through the clover and deep grass are surprised with
sudden tears as they see black veiled figures stealing through the morning to a soldier’s grave. Year after
year the comrades of the dead follow, with public honor, procession and commemorative flags and
funeral march–honor and grief from us who stand almost alone, and have seen the best and noblest of
our generation pass away.
But grief is not the end of all. I seem to hear the funeral march become a paean. I see beyond the forest
the moving banners of a hidden column. Our dead brothers still live for us, and bid us think of life, not
death–of life to which in their youth they lent the passion and joy of the spring. As I listen, the great
chorus of life and joy begins again, and amid the awful orchestra of seen and unseen powers and
destinies of good and evil our trumpets sound once more a note of daring, hope, and will.

Social Media Marketing Seminar Recording
This is the recording that many of you have been asking for
We had an amazing broadcast May 19th with a social media expert who helps real estate investors land
killer off market deals running ads.
Here’s what fellow members had to say live:
“this is priceless”
“I’m learning a ton about social media marketing!”
Moreover, a fellow REIA member has already used this group and has had fantastic results.
If you want to get off market deals consistently, make time to watch this training today:
https://www.socialmediablueprint.com/pittsburgh
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Our Business Partner Members
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www.USAREMentoring.com
USA Real Estate Mentoring Group
“Your Highway to Success”

Mentoring is the key to your success in Real Estate Investing!
We are:
-Successful Investors Currently Investing in Today’s Real Estate Market
- Best Selling Authors
-Our Group of Mentors Have Personally Trained Over One Hundred Real Estate Investors
-We KNOW Pennsylvania, and How to Invest Legally in Pennsylvania!
-Access to Our Team Members and Systems
-We Meet Once Per Month in the Pittsburgh Area (Wexford)
-1st Meeting is Free
-Different Levels of Training and Pricing Available
Visit www.usarementoring.com for more info
Brian Snyder: 412-992-8884
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